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400A0782 HOUSE STATE AFFAIRSCOMMITTEE

encrosseD No. HIR 1009 - 21307

Introduced by: The Committee on State Affairs at the request of the Governor

A JOINT RESOLUTION, Propos ng and submitting to the el ectors at the next general election
amendmentsto Article I X of the Congtitution of the State of South Dakota, relating to the
organization of local government.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF

SOUTH DAKOTA, THE SENATE CONCURRING THEREIN:

Section 1. That at the next general election held in the state, the following amendmentsto
Article IX of the Congtitution of the State of South Dakota, as set forth in sections 2, 3, and 4,
inclusive, of thisJoint Resolution, and section 5 of this Joint Resol ution establishing an effective
date of January 1, 1999, which are hereby agreed to, shall be submitted to the electors of the
state for approval.

Section 2. That ArticlelX of the Constitution of the State of South Dakota be amended by
adding a NEW SECTION to read asfollows:

8 4. In any two or more counties, not less than ten percent of those voting in the last
preceding gubernatorial electionineach of the affected jurisdictionsmay, by petition, initiatethe
guestion of whether those countiesshall be consolidated into one. Upon recel pt of such petitions,
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the county commissions of the respective counties shall, by resolution, direct that the question
of the consolidation of those counties be submitted to a vote of the electors of the respective
counties at the next general eection.

Section 3. That ArticlelX of the Constitution of the State of South Dakota be amended by
adding a NEW SECTION to read asfollows:

8 5. The affected countieswill be consolidated into one if the consolidation is approved at
that election by a majority of the votes cast on that question in each of the affected counties.

Section 4. That ArticlelX of the Constitution of the State of South Dakota be amended by
adding a NEW SECTION to read asfollows:

8 6. The county commissions of the counties consolidated by an election pursuant to this
Articleshall each meet to select aproposed nameand seat of government for the new county and
shall then meet jointly to select adate for agpecial eection, wherein the electors of the affected
countieswill vote to select a seat of government and anamefor the new county from those seats
of government and hames so proposed.

Section 5. Theeffectivedate of 88 4, 5, and 6 of ArticleX of the CongtitutionisJanuary 1,

1999.
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